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interpretation of the statement of May 16, apart from other
considerations, they have*not the right to participate in the
elections to the constituent assembly. I am glad you expect
a satisfactory solution of this problem.
We have endeavoured in our letter and in the course of
our talks to state clearly what our position is in regard to any
kind of parity. You will remember that parity was mentioned
and considered at the first Simla Conference. That parity
was exactly the same as" is now suggested by you, that is,'
parity between caste Hindus and Muslims. Owing to the
stress of war and other conditions, then existing we were
prepared to accept this only for that occasion. It was not to
be used as a precedent. Moreover, this was subject to the
inclusion of at least one nationalist Muslim. Now conditions
have entirely changed and we have to consider the question
in another context, that is, approaching independence and
constituent assembly, as we have written to you, in this
context and in present circumstances we consider this kind of
parity unfair and likely to lead to diffi:ulties. The whole
scheme proposed by you in the statement of May 16 is based
on absence of weightage, and yet in the proposed -provisional
Government there is this weightage in addition to other far-
reaching communal safeguards-
We have tried our utmost to arrive at a satisfactory settle-
ment and we shall not despair of it but such a settlement, in
order to be enduring, must be based on strong foundations.
So far as the statement of'May 16 is concerned our main
difficulty, as we wrote to you, was the European voce.
The second arid remaining difficulty relates to the proposals
for the provisional Government which have to be considered
together with the statement. The two cannot be separated.
These proposals have thus far been unacceptable to us but if
a satisfactory settlement in regard to them is arrived at we
would be in a position to shoulder the burden*
(Sd.)   Abul Kalam Azad.
Letter from the Viceroy to the Congress  President, dated
June 26, 79^6 :
Dear Maulana Sahib,
I send herewith a copy of the statement which, as indicat-
ed in the letter I sent you yesterday, will be released at 4 p.m,
this evening*